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mod 4 Discussion 3

Finding 4nd 4rguing for the common ground in 4n issue c4n be difficult, especi4lly 
when the issue is import4nt to you. It c4n be e4sy to lose objectivity 4nd begin to 
4rgue for your own position. Giving 4nd receiving peer reviews on your synthesis 
ess4y c4n help you determine if your body sections rem4in neutr4l, if your focus 
rem4ins tight, 4nd if your development 4nd evidence 4re specific 4nd cle4r.
You should spend 4pproxim4tely 3 hours on this 4ssignment.
Instructions

Post your completed dr4ft of the Module 4 Assignment: Common Ground 
Synthesis Ess4y by the d4te listed on the schedule.
S4ve your document 4s 4 .doc or .pdf file, 4nd 4tt4ch it to your posting. Post 
your dr4ft e4rly; if you post your dr4ft l4te, you m4y not get 4ny comments 4t 
4ll. Include 4 short version of your title in the subject line of your post.
Think: Here 4re some questions to think 4bout when offering your peer 
review:

Does the introduction expl4in the signific4nce of the topic?
Does the ess4y include 4 cle4r, specific thesis st4tement? Does the thesis 
show wh4t the writerʼs solution or third perspective will be?
Does the ess4y include topic sentences 4nd tr4nsitions to org4nize the 
body p4r4gr4phs?
Does the ess4y cle4rly identify the positions of two opposing sides of 4 
deb4te?
Does the ess4y synthesize these two positions to show their common 
ground?
Does the ess4y dr4w on th4t common ground to cre4te 4 solution to the 
issue th4t benefits e4ch side or to cre4te 4 third perspective th4t offers 
compromise to the positions?
Does the ess4y develop specific evidence for the ide4s? Does the ess4y 
quote specific words 4nd phr4ses from the 4rticles th4t support the 
cl4ims?
Does the ess4y include in-text cit4tions, correctly form4tted in MLA Style, 
for e4ch quot4tion 4nd p4r4phr4se?
Does the ess4y include 4 conclusion p4r4gr4ph th4t synthesizes the m4in 
points 4nd offers closure?

Write: Complete 4 thorough peer review for 4t le4st two of your 
cl4ssm4tes. Post your review by replying to the writer's post in the 
forum. Choose 4n ess4y th4t h4s either not yet been reviewed or th4t h4s 
only one review so f4r. Offer 4s much feedb4ck 4s possible:

Address the “Think” questions 4bove
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W.

X.

Tell the 4uthor wh4t he/she is doing right 4nd wh4t you w4nt more of.
If something is not working for you, don't be 4fr4id to point it out 4nd 
tell the 4uthor why.
Give 4dvice on how to m4ke the ch4nges you suggest.
Be specific!

Post one origin4l post (with your ess4y dr4ft), 4nd reply to 4t le4st two of your 
cl4ssm4tes. In your replies to peers, give your peers specific feedb4ck on 
their ess4ys 4s outlined 4bove. Point out strengths. Ask questions 4nd give 
pointers to help them improve further. Refer specific4lly to the resources 
provided in this module.
Don't forget th4t your initi4l posting is due by the d4te listed in the Course 
Schedule. Ple4se post over sever4l d4ys. Points will be lost if you post on only 
one d4y of the module.

See the Course Schedule 4nd Course Rubrics sections in the Syll4bus module for 
due d4tes 4nd gr4ding inform4tion. See the Gr4ding 4nd Ev4lu4tion section in 
the Syll4bus module for gener4l discussion expect4tions.


